


Introduction

What belongs in the Bible and how do we know that it belongs in the Bible? The word 

"canon" means measuring rod. It is a standard by which other things are measured. When 

we speak of the Canon of Scripture or in this case, the Canon of the Old Testament, we 

are referring to the books that truly and rightly make up the Old Testament, nothing more, 

nothing short. 

To know which books are inspired by God and given to us by God is a life and death 

scenario (Deut 32:47; 4:2). This is esspecially true in our day, since different cults and 

religions are beginning to add and remove more sections of the Bible to suit their needs. 

The Catholics have more Old Testament books than we do for example. How do we know 

what books are truly inspired and which are nothing more than helpful commentary at best 

and rubbish at worst.

What is the Bible?

The word Bible comes from the Greek word “Biblos” which is the outer shell of the

Egyptian papyrus. It is also denotes a written document on papyrus. In English it literally 

means simply “a Book”. The Bible is also known as the “Canon”. This is a term that was 

used in the 4thCentury. Its original meaning is, “a reed”. It was also referred to as “a rod, or

a bar” used for measuring purposes. It was then referred to as the standard or the rule of 

action by which written documents were measured before accepted as part of Scriptures, 

the Holy Bible. A Canon then is a collection of authoritative writings.

Compilation

Over a period of 1500 years, all Scriptural writing were collected and put together as

a unit which is now called the Canon or the Bible. This Canon is authoritative because

God, who is the ultimate source of authority, inspires it. God is the author of the

Bible, and it contains His revealed will to man. It is our final authority, not because a

man or a Church has said so, but because God spoke.

It was first inspired by God, then recognized by men of God, and finally collected and

preserved by the people of God. This happened through a process called Canonicity.



Every book was put to the test, in order to determine its apostolic or prophetic authenticity.

Tests of Canonicity

• Test of Inspiration, determined whether or not the book was written by an Apostle 

or a prophet or close companion of the Apostles and prophets.

• Test of antiquity proved the time of writing of the books. The book had to be 

written in the period of the apostles and prophets, from the time of Moses to AD 

100.

• Test of Orthodoxy determined the doctrinal worthiness of the book. It must contain

Church doctrine, as set forth in the undisputed apostolic writing and oral teaching, 

and was maintained by the churches founded by the apostles.

• Test of Catholicity showed that the book was recognised and endorsed by all 

churches, universal acceptance.

• Test of Tradition dealt with the usage and place on the book in practice of the 

churches.

The issue of Canonicity was finally settled in AD 397 at the Council of Carthage after

much prayer and many consultations. 39 books of the Old Testament were accepted 

and 27 books of the New Testament were approved. All these books, 66 in number are 

taken and believed as given by the inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life (2 

Timothy 3:16).

Conclusion

The result is that you can trust your Bible. History, Apostles, Prophets and the Church 

Fathers all affirm the 66-books that you hold dear to be the Word of God. The Bible has 

shaped nations, transformed cultures, overthrown tyrants and brought the message of 

saving grace to millions and millions of people throughout history. God loved you so much,

he gave you a copy of his word so that you could know him and know what he expects of 

you. 


